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Multicolored vinyl 45 

  
“The first 45s appeared in colors chosen by industrial designer John Vassos as 
“characteristic of seven classifications of music”: black for popular, red for classical, 
yellow for children’s, cerise for folk, green for country western, blue for “semi-classical,” 
and light blue for “international.”  Victor touted the colors for adding “eye appeal to ear 
appeal in the playing of recorded music” and easing sorting by dealer and consumer” 
says historical expert Dr. Alex Magoun, Director of the Sarnoff Library in Princeton, NJ. 
However many consumers considered the colors to be pure fluff or an advertising 
gimmick. The colored vinyl was also a nightmare to handle in production. The production 
line would have to be stopped each time there was a color change. Colored vinyl also 
had to be freer of impurities because of its translucency. The impurities would not be 
noticed in the black vinyl.  
Phono enthusiast Rich Hall picked up this record on eBay recently. The label indicates it 
is a classical record that should be red vinyl, but for whatever reason it is both green and 
red vinyl. I can’t imagine how they made this record. Normally the production line would 
have to be stopped and the vinyl colored batch would be changed and the line restarted. 
Even if the red vinyl ran out and green vinyl were added, why is the transfer from one 
color to the other black? I welcome any and all comments about this record.  
 

 

Fixing problems with 45EY2 

bottom covers 

 
45EY2 Bottom showing warp at the 

center rubber foot. 
RCA Victor’s most popular 45 rpm 
phono model, the 45EY2 comes with a 
thin bottom cover made of masonite. 
Some of the money saving shortcuts 
that were incorporated have created 
chronic problems once the units 
become older. Instead of putting a 
rubber foot on each corner of the 
bottom, only three were used in a 
triangle pattern, two in the front and 
one in the center of the back. So the 
weight of the back half of the set is 
supported by one center mounted 
rubber foot. There are two supporting 
ribs built into the inside of the bakelite 
cabinet which are supposed to 
reinforce the bottom but they are not in 
the center, so the thin bottom tends to 
cave in or warp after many years. Once 
the warp occurs the minimal clearance 
on the bottom of the cabinet is 
compromised and the bakelite case will 
come in contact with the surface it is 
placed on. This affects the air 
circulation that is needed underneath 
the cabinet. 
I have come up with a fix for this. 

3 white reinforcements are glued in 

place  
By applying an extra rib in the center of 
the back of the bakelite cabinet and 
two supports on the chassis, the 
bottom piece will have much better 
support where it is needed. 

Now this is taking colored vinyl too far!Now this is taking colored vinyl too far!Now this is taking colored vinyl too far!Now this is taking colored vinyl too far!    

Welcome new members 

Lou Hiltz, Mike Schultz, David Cox 
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Female Workers at the Crescent Factory in Chicago. 
 
One of the manufacturing mysteries has been who, 
besides RCA Victor, manufactured the 45 rpm record 
changers? Crescent Corporation manufactured many if 
not all of the rp-190 changers but until now it was not 
clear whether they were involved with the rp-168 
changer. I was lucky enough to find a Crescent booklet 
on eBay that contains pictures of both RP-168 changers 
(see picture above) and RP-190 changers being 
assembled. The pamphlet also shows Crescent’s line of 
phonographs for 1957 and many of them use the 45 rpm 
changer. Some of the Crescent cabinet designs were 
quite contemporary with wedge shaped designs featuring 
speakers mounted on an angled bottom with chrome or 
gold legs. Sound-wise the Crescent models were pretty 
tiny sounding with the very minimum amount of audio 
circuitry provided. Usually the Crescent models are 
recognizable from the bright red spindle cap that they top 
the spindle with. RCA uses a more subdued red cap. 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rich also managed to acquire this handsome paper bag with the 
famous Nipper logo. What makes this bag unique is the 
reference to “Living Stereo” 45’s. They were only sold for a short 
time in 1958 

 

 
Vintage RCA Victor bag indicating sales of new Stereo 45’s 

 

 
 

Books signed by Author still available. 
Send $29.95 plus $4.00 shipping to; 

Phil Vourtsis 
13 Cornell Place 

Manalapan, NJ 07726 

 
The 45-RPM Phono Gazette is a quarterly publication. 

 
For subscription information call Phil Vourtsis at 

732.446.2427 
 
 

Crescent Manufactures RCA 
Victor’s 45 rpm record 

changers 
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Article from May, 1961 Popular Science uses RCA Victor SlideOmatic  


