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The 45rpm Phono Gazette

RCA Victor would be sorry they
April 7, 1953 waited becaus_e i_n the Summer of
? ’ AUTOMATIC FHONOGBR.A:; :EZSR?)?:'TAYING MECHAN 2,634’135 1948’ COlumbIa IntrOduced the
o 3 Tsm Long Playing record (LP). Now it

Filed tareh 31, 1940 would be much more difficult to
sell the public on the 45 system
because there was genuine
competition. Before the LP there
3 was no doubt that the 45 system

7 was a vast improvement over the
standard 78 rpm record and
player. But now there were three
speeds and three different players
to buy. Classical music fans
obviously preferred the LP. But the
popular music fans and jukebox
manufacturers preferred the 45.
Ultimately both records were
accepted by the public and this
created a needed for a record
changer that could handle all
speeds and records. Multispeed
changers were introduced in the
early 1950s and this made it
harder to sell the 45 only
changers. The biggest market
segment that would still buy the 45
changer was the teenager who
) was only interested in pop music.

This would last until 1958, when

RCA Victor stopped production of
the 45 changer. A fire destroying
the main factory making the
changers in Chicago was an
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5:’»%?»7/2?8}.;0” added incentive to end production.
BY So there you have it. The record
ATTORNEY changers were manufactured from

1949 to 1958, but the 45 records
are still produced today in limited
quantities for the Jukebox trade
and the ‘oldies’ market.

Front view of the first 45 rpm record changer in patent application.
Courtesy Camden County Historical Society.

More importantly for the 45, Folsom’s changes eliminated its support within
management. The new manager, James W. Murray, had no incentive to
coordinate marketing with the phonograph group because of his affiliation with

the new regime. He was uninterested in risking his position by backing his !
predecessor’s innovation. Add to this mix the new technology magnetic tape, " #
which could take market share away from record sales and you can see why 9L ' & &%

the 45 system was still not introduced. In the mean time RCA Victor was selling (

record amounts of 78 rpm records after the war.




