Workbench

Most bizarre problem I've come
across.

Adjusting an early rp-168 with the
rotating spindle knives can be a
challenge to begin with. The lever
that contacts the star wheel must
be adjusted carefully otherwise
the next record will not fall at the
right time. One of the units | was
to repair could not be adjusted
properly. The record would

always fall on the tonearm after
the tonearm had returned to the
lead-in groove. It turned out that
the lever was bent, although it did
not appear to be bent. Replacing
the lever fixed the problem and
that brings up another tip. Try to
avoid bending parts to make
adjustments. Although this does
work, you can’'t make a fine
adjustment this way and you risk
bending the part in more than
one place. Just about all

adjustments can be done with the
provided screws and cams. The
only exception is the lever that
operates the muting switch. You
would think that the switch should
be operated when the tonearm is
descending to the record and
then disconnect. But the only way
to achieve that is to bend the
lever that contacts the muting
switch. There is no other
adjustment.

Children enjoying a 9EY 3 phonograph (1949). Courtesy Camden County Historical Society.
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