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Lately my dog Zoe has taken a fancy to eating all kinds of 
paper. Not only does she enjoy the gazette, she also eats my 
bills! Luckily she has not gotten a hold of my book. Now I 
understand how a student can tell their teacher that the dog ate 
my homework. It really can happen! 
 
 
 
 
During the Summer your editor was one of three NJ Antique 
Radio Club members who were interviewed for a five minute 
segment on the Cablevision TV show ‘Neighborhood Journal’. 
Along with all the talk about antique radios, there are some nice 
shots of my 45EY2  playing vintage songs at the swapmeet. The 
director of the segment was really taken by the little phonograph 
and wants to get his hands on one. You can see the video 
segment at www.njarc.org. 
 
 

The Work Bench 

 
 

Worst Looking Parts 
 
 
This is a star wheel from a 45EY15 Disney cartoon player. First  
time I’ve seen one crack like this. On closer inspection, it looks 
like this part is made of pot metal. That means we can expect to 
see all of them starting to crack like this in the future.  
 
One of the drawbacks in the design of the RCA Victor 45 rpm 
machines is that the idler wheel is left in contact with the motor 
shaft even when the changer is not in use. When the changer is 
not used for an extended amount of time (months, years) a flat 
spot forms on the idler and in many cases cannot be removed. It 
seems to occur more frequently on the older style RP168 
changer. If the changer is not going to be used, I suggest pulling 
the idler gently away from the motor shaft and place a small 
piece of foam rubber to prevent it from coming in contact. 
 

Challenge! 
I challenge all of you out there to come up with a design that 
would push the idler away from the motor shaft when the 
changer is turned off. Sounds pretty easy. Just convert the 
on/off motion of the switch to a motion that will push the idler 
away. The idler assembly is already spring loaded. The winner 
will be featured in a future gazette and will receive a lifetime free 
subscription to the gazette. 
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