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Aftermarket RCA Skipper Power Supply

by Dennis D’Amico

Several years ago | obtained a
6-BY-4B Skipper with the power
supply. When it arrived, | was
intrigued that the power supply
was not made by RCA, but by
UEL (Universal Electronics
Laboratories). Apparently, RCA
may have sub-contracted with
them to continue producing
these power supplies after RCA
exhausted their inventory
(speculation on my part). This
unit came in a RCA shipping
container (fig. 1).

Figure 1

Figure 1A

The case, with similar
dimensions, differs from the
original (Figure 1A) in that the
wooden box isn't cloth covered
but speckled painted. The
white piping is there, along with
the same on/off slide switch
with escutcheon as original, but

the vent plug is perforated
instead of screened.

Figure 2

Figure 2 is the identity tag,
showing the model/serial
number, and voltage/ma specs
of each pin on the 7 pin
connector plug. The description
of “...for use with most radio
and portable radio
phonographs” is interesting
because | have no knowledge
of other radio products using
the same power supply as the
Skipper.

Figure 3

Figure 3 shows the insides. As
you can see, someone at one
time replaced the 1500uf @ 10
volt capacitors with these 3
section can style electrolytics.
The five-conductor cord is a
newer one, but the 7 pin Alden
plug is original.

If anyone has any additional
information about UEL, | would
like to hear from them.

The Work Bench

I had a chance this winter to
restore a 6EY3A portable which
the owner has had since new
(1956). It was in surprisingly
nice shape on the outside. But
inside, the previous repairman
had done some interesting
things | had never seen before.
The cycling cam was covered
with silver duct tape. Believe it
or not this did improve the
traction of the cycling cam. In
the back of the tonearm there is
a balancing spring. It was
removed and 3 ball bearings
(quarter inch diameter) were
placed back there and held in
place by soldering them. He
also changed some capacitors
in the amplifier and when he
couldn't fit the cover back on,
he left it open and flapping in
the breeze. Since this was a
restoration, | removed all those
ingenious fixes and put back
original parts. | must admit it is
fun to occasionally open one of
these and find such creativity or
should | say lack of creativity!
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