
 

  

 Apr  2014                        Volume 23.2 

 45rpm Phono Gazette 
                                                                                

 
Parts units brought back from the dead 

 

By Doug Robinson 
     On the agenda was to tear down 
and put parts away from four players 
that had been bought for parts.  
     The first player was a tired out 
45EY3 missing the bottom cover and 
with a severely broken main cabinet.  It 
was quick work to strip out the amp, 
changer and anything else of use.  
     Next up were a couple of changer 
units, a 45JY and a 45J2.  I started 
with the 45JY which had a pie shaped 
piece of the cabinet broken out just 
below the opening for the off/on knob.  
I removed the bottom cover.  
SURPRISE!  There was the missing 
piece--taped to the inside of the bottom 
cover!  That's when the light bulb went 
on and I decided to save these players 
rather than part them out.  While it's 
true that they're not original; they're 
now enjoying a second chance at 
playing records.  Not only that--they 
look great.  
 

 
RCA Victor model 45EY after facelist 
The broken out piece was glued into 
place, any voids were filled with body 
filler--Bondo!  The entire cabinet was 
then wet sanded to remove any light 
scratches and to provide a uniform 
surface for paint.  After being primed, 
two coats of Rustoleum "Surprise 
Red" were applied to the cabinet.  The 
turntable had a nearly flawless pad 
from the factory--so it was put into the 
parts cabinet, and a turntable that was 
missing the pad was put into service.  
The turntable, tone arm (stripped and 

primed) and lower edge of the bottom 
cover were painted gold.  A new 
turntable pad was made and applied to 
the turntable.  
     The 45J2 was in average condition 
with the usual problems.  Except for 
one:  A previous owner had drilled a 
hole in the front of the cabinet below 
the tone arm, adding a control for 
volume and bypassing the off/on 
switch.  There was a big, ugly knob 
sticking out of the front of the player.  
That had to go!  Of course, 
more sanding, priming and painting 
(Rustoleum "Antique Ivory") of the 
cabinet and motor board.  The familiar 
red and black accessories were 
removed; and a white tone arm, spindle 
cap and off/on/reject button 
were added.  What to do about that 
gaping hole?  At first, I was going to 
cover it with just the "Nipper" coin 
removed from the tone arm of an RP-
205 4-speed record changer.  
However, it seemed too small and got 
"lost" in that sea of ivory paint.  The 
answer was to use the whole manual 
tone arm lift from the RP-205--
reinstalling the coin--now it looks like a 
wing! 
     The 45EY1 had a multitude of 
problems.  It was moldy, stunk like cat 
pee, the gold paint on top of the 
cabinet was turning green, peeling and 
flaking off!  After a total tear down, the 
cabinet was wet sanded, primed and 
painted (Rustoleum "Smoke Grey").  
The tone arm and turntable were 
painted semi-gloss black; the lower 
edge of the bottom cover was painted 
gloss black.  The turntable pad was 
curled up and as flexible as a potato 
chip!  So--a new pad was made.  The 
red spindle cap was reused. 
      The Lowrider cartridges and 
turntable pads came from Willie Bosco; 
idler wheels are from Mr. Ed Crockett 
of Vintage Electonics.  Great people 
producing quality products. 
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Symphonic Model 1245 

 
Here are some shots of a recent thrift 
store find – the Symphonic model 1245 
with a fitted carrying case. As you can 
see there is a small step at the back of 
the carrying case that keeps the player 
in the forward position, leaving space 
to tuck the AC cord. However – there is 
a flaw in the design. The player can be 
used while in the carrying case, but the 
lid cannot be closed with a stack of 
records on the spindle. The lid won’t 
close with the changer in that forward 
position. 
      That’s the 45 player news from Salt 
Lake, Utah. 

 
Internet- source unknown 

Pretty 'em up—Don’t Part 'em out 
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Damaged LP cause by pressure and plastic sleeves 

By Phil Vourtsis 

 

This past winter I was fortunate enough 
to get my hands on 97 classical LPs 
from England. All are in mint condition 
from the 1970’s. Now I know the quality 
of LPs in the US really deteriorated 
during the 70s but these English records 
are superb. The different labels used 
different types of sleeves including 
paper, paper with plastic, and the old 
style that looks like onion skin. 
Unfortunately it appears that the records 
were stacked flat on a table in a huge 
pile for an extended period of time. The 
records closest to the bottom of the pile 
had the most pressure applied. Those 
that had plastic inner sleeves started 
showing the wiggly lines you see in the 

picture above. Those very near the 
bottom, like this record, had permanent 
damage. After a thorough cleaning with 
a record vacuum the lines were still 
there. I played the record and the noise 
generated by the embedded lines was 
horrific. It was almost as loud as the 
music. As I went through the rest of the 
pile of records getting further from the 
bottom the records with plastic sleeves 
still showed the lines but I was able to 
remove them with the record vacuum. 
So it is definitely a combination of 
pressure and plastic sleeves causing 
the damage. So when they say to store 
the records vertically they aren’t kidding! 
No records with paper or onion skin 
inner sleeves had any defects. 

 
What is this? 

 
I did a double-take when I saw this item 
on eBay. I had to look back a second 
time to realize that the changer had 
been installed backwards!

Watch How You Store Those LPs! 
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RCA Victor ad from mid 1950s. 

 

    Who needs furniture! Why not dress in your Sunday best and spend the 
afternoon listening to records in an empty room!
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WANTED WANTED SERVICES SERVICES 

Bob Becker 
(201.391.2971) 
7 Woodland Road 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 
rdbbecker@aol.com 
Beige knob for 8EY4FK 
Large tuning or vol knob for 
9Y510 
6JM25 Ding Dong 
Slideomatic 
7HF45 Oak or Maple 
preferred 
8EY4DJ gray plastic front  
Decca blk/red portable 45 
player 
 
Charles Cummins  
(817-732-4313) 
3912 Calmont Ave 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107 
 
David Cox 
(937)484-3241 
1407 Knight Road 
Urbana, OH 43078 
dcc49@yahoo.com 
45 spindle for Admiral 
5W12N 2-speed record 
player 
Bakelite lid for Zenith twin 7 
Outer concentric 
radio/phono knob for 
Emerson 635 
 
Dennis D’Amico   
11892 Pine Street 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720-
4163 
lionelguy@yahoo.com 
 
Bill Gourd 
(989-832-2934) 
1024 West Park Drive 
Midland, Michigan 48640 
In priority order: 
8EY4, 7HF45 (wood case) 
8HF45P (portable) 
4Y511 (radio/phono) 
 
Hank Granse 
(360-871-9014) 
6751 View Dr. SE 
Port Orchard, WA 98367 
hgranse@wavecable.com 
 
Bob Green  
(570-366-3949) 
1711 Breezy Acres Rd 
Orwigsburg, PA 17961 
For Sale- 15E 
Demonstrator 
rcgreen@schmobile.com 
 
 

Doug Houston  
(248-627-4141) 
3441 South Hadley 
Ortonville, Michigan 48462 
HoustonD@tacom.army.mil 
 
Bob Kolba  
480.203.2241 
8676 East Woodley Way 
Scottsdale, AZ  85266 
Rkolba0211@aol.com 
 
John Lee 
314 East 11th St. 
Upland, CA 91786 
Nipper45@verizon.net 
Can scan other character 
model decals in exchange for 
Snow White 
 
Paul Childress 
(804.271.7842) 
6632 W. Denny Ct. 
Chesterfield, VA 23832 
pchildress@prodigy.net 
 
Bob Reck 
(410)647-1849484 
Botteford Court, 
Severna Park, MD 
 
Doug Robinson 
2609S. 800E. 
Salt Lake, Utah 84106 
Doug45rpm@hotmail.com 
Need 5 scalloped volume 
control knobs (brown) 
 
Dan Saporito  
(732.513.5698) 
1225 NW 21st ST 
Apt. 302 
Stuart, FL  34994 
 
Ray Tyner  
(614-475-1697) 
4709 Wendler Blvd 
Columbus Ohio 43230-1642 
rcray45rpm@msn.com 
Birch 45 player, Steelman 45 
player 
 
 

Willie Bosco 
707.923.3897 
1588 Miller Creek Rd. 
Garberville, CA 95542 
williamjbosco@gmail.com 
Cam kits, and Lowrider cartridges available 
again! 
 
 
Tom Paruta 
(716.264.4035) 
127 Creekside Drive 
Amherst, NY 14228 
TomTMP58@aol.com 
Looking for Zenith T545 
Zenith Twin Seven 
I do 1940s thru 1960s phono restorations. Call 
for quotes. 
 
 
Retro-Tronics 
Custom radio backs and phono bottoms for 
45EY2, 7EY series 
www.retro-tronics.com 
 
James Romano 
Phono_restoration_company 
301 Haynes Run 
Medford, NJ 08055 
(856-220-9588) 
Restoration of RCA 45rpm phonos & knock off 
models. Repair on any changer or turntable. 
JUKEBOXJUNKIE@aol.com 
Webpage: 
http://www.turntablefactory.com/romano.html 
 
 

 

FOR SALE 
 
15E Demonstrator 
Both turntables restored 
Amplifier rebuilt 
Tweeters added to speaker system 
45 Changer has ‘see through’ spindle cap 
And metal spindle. 
Featured in Oct 2009 Phono Gazette 
$1500 
856-220-9588 
 

 

Vintage Electronics 
9 Crane Park 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
601.264.4755 
phonoed@aol.com 
www.vintagelectronics.com  
Rebuilding Service - Idlers, cams, 
cartridges 

Flash- NOS Sonotone 1P carts for 

the better sounding 45 players 
 
V-M Audio Enthusiasts 
(248-478-0990) eves/wkends 
37530 E. Meadowhill 
Northville, MI 48167 
info@thevoiceofmusic.com 
www.thevoiceofmusic.com 
Repair parts including both 
V-M and RCA 45 players. 
 
Phil Vourtsis 
(732-208-4284) 
13 Cornell Place 
Manalapan, NJ 07726 
philvourtsis@gmail.com 
Books signed by author 
The Fabulous Victrola ‘45’, 
Schiffer Publishing LTD. 
$25 plus $4 shipping 
 
West Tech Services 
615 Fairground Street 
Caldwell, Ohio  43724         
TELE/FAX:  740-581-0945 
westtechservices@yahoo.com 
 Rebuilding Service 
Idlers, cams, cartridges 
 
 

 
 
 
 


