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By Gerry Whitehead 
 
My name is Gerry Whitehead from Bakersfield, California, I 
previously wrote an article for the gazette some years ago (Oct. 
2011) about the 45 players I have owned over the years. Since 
then I have remembered more encounters I have had with the 
players, both mine and ones that belong to others. So I call this 
article RCA Victor’s Fab 45 players part 2. 
 
After I received my first 45 player from neighbor Pat Jones (a 
45EY2), shortly thereafter I was in a local record store, Rudi 
Pock Records, a small independent Mom and Pop type record 
store in Ontario, CA. In addition to selling a small selection of 
the latest current hit 45s and LPs, there was also Hi-Fi 
component stereophonic furniture by various manufacturers 
along with RCA Victor record changers. This was 1958. I also 
saw sitting next to them a Crescent Model F637 with chrome 
legs as shown on page 85 of Phil’s book. I then noticed the 
7EY1JF RCA 45 changer with the gray plastic cabinet and said 
to my Mom, “I want that record player”. Mom had just bought me 
the current 45 hit of “Witch Doctor/Don’t Whistle At Me Baby” by 
David Seville on Liberty Records. (This was pre-Chipmunks). 
The sales lady put my 45 of “Witch Doctor” on the 7EY1JF 
player. After letting it warm up for a minute, she hit the reject 
switch, the tonearm came down on the lead-in groove of the 
record and the intro began. After a minute of the three of us 
listening to a very weak and distorted sounding version of the 
song, my Mom proclaimed to me: “This thing sounds terrible! 
What do you want it for anyway? You already have the record 
player that Pat Jones gave you”. So of course I didn’t get the 
record player (that day). But, thinking back now all these years 
later, what attracted me most to that particular 45 player was the 
color of the phonograph, a gray plastic cabinet with coral green 
colors (surely not the fuzzy sound!) It was not until 1999 or so 
that my friend John Lee found me a 7EY1JF out of his own 
collection that he repaired for me. After finding a replacement 
volume knob and adding a rebuilt original ‘ski’ cartridge, did I 
finally get that particular 45 player.  
 
Rudi Pock Records, by the way, to the very day that they closed 
their doors for good in early 1967, also had two turntables for 
the public to ‘sample’ the records they listened to before buying. 
One of them was a standard three-speed model turntable and 
the other a 45 player. I don’t recall what model or make of either 
turntable, but I do recall that both turntables had headphone 
attachments for private listening. Later in the mid-60s, I went 
back to Rudi’s and found in their 45 section an Elvis Presley 
extended play 45 with picture cover called ‘Strictly Elvis’. I 
opened the sealed EP, placed it in a ‘baggie’ when no one was 
looking. Opening a sealed record without buying it first was 
considered a ‘no-no’ back then. I put the EP on the 45 player 
and listened to the four cuts which included ‘Long Tall Sally’, 
‘First In Line’, ‘How Do You Think I Feel’, and ‘How’s The World 
Treating You’.  
 
In 1959, the year I joined the Cub Scouts, I volunteered to bring 
my 45EY2 to a Cub Scout meeting so that we could have some 
music playing in the background. I remember putting the player 

up on the stage of the ‘rec. hall’ of our church and turning it up 
full blast. It did OK too! Everyone seemed to enjoy the music 
and also watching the machine function, dropping the 45s one 
at a time. Also in 1959, after singer Bobby Darin came out with 
his #1 hit, ‘Mack The Knife’, which was based on ‘The Three 
Penny Opera’. Another neighbor of ours at the West El Morado 
Court address, a little girl named Dawn Krugle came over to our 
house with a copy of the song to play on my 45 player. Then 
around Christmas time 1961, our other neighbors, the Davis 
family, had us over for a visit. The teenage girl in their family 
had a 45EY3 player with the closing lid. Guess what song was 
playing when I walked in their house. ‘The Lion Sleeps Tonight’ 
by the Tokens which had gone to #1 on the Billboard charts by 
then. 
 
I even saw a 45 player being used by a County Fair in Canada 
during a 1958 visit to my grandparents. My friend Patrick 
O’Sullivan whom I’ve known since 3

rd
 grade had a an RCA 45 

attachment hooked to a radio. It was rigged up by my Dad, 
Maurice.  
 
In the years since, the one 45 player I run into the most is my 
first player, the 45EY2. Victor must have manufactured millions 
of them, as they are as of this writing still very common to find 
today.In the late 90s I did find a Magnovox 45 player with AM 
radio still functioning. I traded it to John Lee for some vintage 
transistor radios. I found the Magnovox at the Woolworth five 
and dime antique store here in downtown Bakersfield. 
 
So to restate what I have said previously, these players still 
retain a certain charm and a link to a fondly remembered past 
for so many of us baby-boomers. Incredibly the 45 players were 
still in use in many homes as late as the early Beatle era (1964-
1965). But then stereo sound and much louder, highly 
modulated sounds of music, came in the early 60s and stereo 
LPs took over the music scene. So the monaural 45 players got 
the ‘brush’ for a few years, But then, in the early 70s good old-
fashioned nostalgia for the 1950s kicked in. Many people 
including myself were even playing 78s again, as well as 
45s.Who says you can’t go home again? Every time the needle 
hits the groove, you’re back in time. Until time-travel is 
perfected, this is the next best thing! 
 

 
Gerry Whitehead has written a book about the trials and 
tribulations of being a DJ. His DJ name is Jim Diamond. If you 
would like more information, here is Gerry email. 
Jimdiamond61@gmail.com 
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WANTED WANTED SERVICES SERVICES 

Bob Becker 
(201.391.2971) 
7 Woodland Road 

Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677 

rdbbecker@aol.com 

Beige knob for 8EY4FK 
Large tuning or vol knob for 
9Y510 
6JM25 Ding Dong 
Slideomatic 
7HF45 Oak or Maple 
preferred 
8EY4DJ gray plastic front  
Decca blk/red portable 45 
player 
 
Charles Cummins  
(817-732-4313) 
3912 Calmont Ave 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107 
 
David Cox 
(937)484-3241 
1407 Knight Road 
Urbana, OH 43078 

dcc49@yahoo.com 

45 spindle for Admiral 
5W12N 2-speed record 
player 
Bakelite lid for Zenith twin 7 
Outer concentric 
radio/phono knob for 
Emerson 635 
 
Dennis D’Amico   
11892 Pine Street 
Los Alamitos, CA 90720-
4163 
lionelguy@yahoo.com 
 
Bill Gourd 
(989-832-2934) 
1024 West Park Drive 

Midland, Michigan 48640 

In priority order: 
8EY4, 7HF45 (wood case) 
8HF45P (portable) 
4Y511 (radio/phono) 
 
Hank Granse 
(360-871-9014) 
6751 View Dr. SE 
Port Orchard, WA 98367 

hgranse@wavecable.com 
 
Bob Green  
(570-366-3949) 
1711 Breezy Acres Rd 
Orwigsburg, PA 17961 
For Sale- 15E 
Demonstrator 
rcgreen@schmobile.com 
 
 

Doug Houston  
(248-627-4141) 
3441 South Hadley 
Ortonville, Michigan 48462 
HoustonD@tacom.army.milB 

 

Bob KolbaBob KolbaBob KolbaBob Kolba  
480.203.2241 
8676 East Woodley Way 
Scottsdale, AZ  85266 
Rkolba0211@aol.com 

 

John Lee 
314 East 11th St. 
Upland, CA 91786 

Nipper45@verizon.net 
Can scan other character 
model decals in exchange for 
Snow White 
 
Paul Childress 
(804.271.7842) 
6632 W. Denny Ct. 
Chesterfield, VA 23832 

pchildress@prodigy.net 
 
 
Bob Reck 
(410)647-1849484 
Botteford Court, 
Severna Park, MD 
 
 
Doug Robinson 
2609S. 800E. 
Salt Lake, Utah 84106 
Doug45rpm@hotmail.com 
Need 5 scalloped volume 
control knobs (brown) 
 
Dan Saporito  
(732.513.5698) 
1225 NW 21st ST 
Apt. 302 
Stuart, FL  34994 
 
Ray Tyner  
(614-475-1697) 
4709 Wendler Blvd 
Columbus Ohio 43230-1642 
rcray45rpm@msn.com 
Birch 45 player, Steelman 45 
player 
 
 

Willie Bosco 
707.923.3897 
1588 Miller Creek Rd. 
Garberville, CA 95542 

williamjbosco@gmail.com 

Cam kits, and Lowrider cartridges available 
again! 
 
 
Tom Paruta 
(716.264.4035) 
127 Creekside Drive 
Amherst, NY 14228 

TomTMP58@aol.com 
Looking for Zenith T545 
Zenith Twin Seven 
I do 1940s thru 1960s phono restorations. Call 
for quotes. 
 
 
Retro-Tronics 
Custom radio backs and phono bottoms for 
45EY2, 7EY series 
www.retro-tronics.com 
 
James Romano 
Phono_restoration_company 
301 Haynes Run 
Medford, NJ 08055 
(856-220-9588) 
Restoration of RCA 45rpm phonos & knock off 
models. Repair on any changer or turntable. 
JUKEBOXJUNKIE@aol.com 
Webpage: 
http://www.turntablefactory.com/romano.html 
 
 

 

FOR SALE 

 
15E Demonstrator 
Both turntables restored 
Amplifier rebuilt 
Tweeters added to speaker system 
45 Changer has ‘see through’ spindle cap 
And metal spindle. 
Featured in Oct 2009 Phono Gazette 
$1500 
856-220-9588 
 

 

Vintage Electronics 
128 Buccaneer Drive 
Hattiesburg, MS 39402 
601.264.4755 

phonoed@aol.com 

www.vintagelectronics.com  
Rebuilding Service - Idlers, cams. 
NOS cartridges & needles for 
almost every model and brand 
made.  
 
V-M Audio Enthusiasts 
(248-478-0990) eves/wkends 
37530 E. Meadowhill 
Northville, MI 48167 
info@thevoiceofmusic.com 

www.thevoiceofmusic.com 
Repair parts including both 
V-M and RCA 45 players. 
 
Phil Vourtsis 
(732-208-4284) 
13 Cornell Place 
Manalapan, NJ 07726 
philvourtsis@gmail.com 
Books signed by author 
The Fabulous Victrola ‘45’, 
Schiffer Publishing LTD. 
$25 plus $4 shipping 
 
West Tech Services 
615 Fairground Street 
Caldwell, Ohio  43724         
TELE/FAX:  740-581-0945 

westtechservices@yahoo.com 
 Rebuilding Service 
Idlers, cams, cartridges 
 
 

 
The 45 rpm Phono Gazette is a quarterly 
publication since 1995. $7/$9 for 4 paper 

issues, $14/$18 for 9 paper 
issues.(USA/Intl) 

  Send to Phil Vourtsis,  
2514 Bear Stand Trail, Myrtle Beach, SC 

29588  
or you can use Paypal (Account is 

pvourtsis@optonline.net, 
 (no credit cards please) 

Please note! 
If you would like to renew your 

subscription with an ‘online’ copy there 
is no charge. Just send me your email 

address. 

 

 

 
 


