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By Phil Vourtsis 

I'm lucky enough to have the three different cabinet 

color choices in my collection for the 7HF45. Coming  
from the east coast most of the examples I have found 
were with the mahogany cabinet. In order to acquire a 
maple cabinet, I had to do a trade with a California 
collector. And I acquired the oak cabinet from a 
Michigan collector who was attending the big radio 
swapmeet in Rochester, NY. They all use the same 
amplifier which is a small 6X4 inch affair that is jam-
packed with components that provide good sound from 
a 4-tube push-pull circuit. There is so much room in this 
cabinet that it seems silly that they used such a small 
chassis for the amp. When it comes time to restore the 
amp, it is a painstaking job. Here are some tips that 
should help. 

7HF45 in Maple Finish 
 
Always change one capacitor at a time. This avoids 
confusion when suddenly you can't remember which 
lead goes where. 
 
Do a thorough check behind all terminal strips for old 
capacitors. Twice I have missed these hidden 
capacitors. 
 
Do a resistance check on all of the larger resistors. 
Many times the 33 ohm resistor will be way out of spec. 
 
If you still lose volume after recapping, make sure the 
tubes are good by doing direct substitution. Testing the 
tubes does not always uncover the problem, especially 
when it is intermittent. 
 
If you are still losing volume, replace the cathode 
resistor in the 12AX7 circuit. (Cont. on page 2) 
 
  

 

 

 

RCA Victor Coffee Table Record Player 

By Phil Vourtsis 
In the introductory year 1949, one of the 45rpm record 
players available was the 9W102 coffee table model.  
This model did not sell well, and until recently I had 
only seen this model in RCA Victor's dealer information. 
But Lee Wells from Connecticut, one of our 45 gazette 
subscribers, managed to find this one and send me 
some pictures. 
The cabinet was given a modern look and this was the 
only style available. It was only available for 1 year. 
Connecting the unit to AC power must have been 
interesting as the cord would have to either be on the 
floor or under a rug, unless the homeowner installed an 
AC outlet on the floor next to one of the legs of the 
cabinet (highly unlikely). 
I sure hope Lee works some magic on this and sends 
some pictures of the finished unit. 

AM Radio plus plenty of storage space 
 
 

 

 

     7HF45 Amplifier Update        One of the Rarest of 

them all 
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Check for old capacitors behind terminal strips 
 

Of the five working 7HF45s I have, three of them 

were losing volume during the playing of a stack        
of records. Two of them needed the cathode 

resistor and one had a hidden capacitor. 
 

Cathode Resistor circled 

 

 

 

 
Quiz Picture 

Here is an illustration of RCA Victor products for 1949 when 
they introduced the 45 rpm system of recorded music. Can 
anyone tell me what these illustrations were printed on? Answer 
will be in the next gazette. 

 

 

 

 

By Phil Vourtsis 
For the third time, I attended the Antique Wireless Association’s 
annual Spring Swapmeet in Charlotte, North Carolina. It runs for 
3 days (Thursday, Friday, Saturday) and includes interesting 
talks, the swapmeet, an vintage equipment contest, and an 
auction. This year the event was held in conjunction with the 
Charlotte International Cryptologic Symposium. It was attended 
by noted crypto historians and collectors from all over the world. 
The talks were quite eye opening and ifyou are interested in the 
subject you might want to get a copy of “The Dayton 
Codebreakers” documentary. 
One interesting thing about this meet is they always start the 
swapmeet as a ‘lemans’ start. In other words no goods are 
permitted on the dealer’s tables until the 8am starting time. That 
is also when the throng of buyers is allowed to enter. 
As far as record players go, they were pretty scarce. I 
purchased a 6EY2 black Bakelite model which looked pretty 
rough but cleaned up beautifully. The price was right at $10. 
During the auction I bought a Philco model 38-62 that was 
cosmetically stunning for $45. It needs plenty of electrical work. 

 
 

 

            Spring Meet in Charlotte 

 

7HF45 Amplifier Update 

continued 
 

Picture Quiz 
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June 1954 edition of Downbeat Magazine. Courtesy of Phil Vourtsis Collection. 

 
 

The 45 rpm Phono Gazette is a quarterly publication since 1995.  
$6/$8 for 4 paper issues, $12/$16 for 9 paper issues.(USA/Intl) 

                            Send to Phil Vourtsis, 13 Cornell Place, Manalapan, NJ, 07726 or you can use Paypal (Account is 
pvourtsis@optonline.net, no credit cards please) 

Please note! 

If you would like to renew your subscription with an ‘online’ copy there is no charge. Just send me your email address. 
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Bob Becker
(201.391.2971)
7 Woodland Road
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
rdbbecker@aol.com
Beige knob for 8EY4FK
Large tuning or vol knob for
9Y510
6JM25 Ding Dong Slideomatic
7HF45 Oak or Maple preferred
8EY4DJ gray plastic front with
lid
Decca blk/red portable 45
player

Joe Centanni

(585.230.1539)

74 Oakbriar Ct

Penfield, NY 14526 

s100x@rochester.rr.com

VM Stereo 45 player

Magnavox  45 player

Charles Cummins 
(817-732-4313)
3912 Calmont Ave
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

David Cox

(937)484-3241

1407 Knight Road

Urbana, OH 43078

dcc49@yahoo.com

45 spindle for Admiral
5W12N 2-speed record
player

Bakelite lid for Zenith twin
seven

Outer concentric
radio/phono knob for
Emerson 635

Dennis D’Amico  
11892 Pine Street
Los Alamitos, CA 90720-4163
lionelguy@yahoo.com

 Bill Gourd

(989-832-2934)

1024 West Park Drive

Midland, Michigan 48640

In priority order:

8EY4, 7HF45 (wood case)

8HF45P (portable)

4Y511 (radio/phono)

9Y510 or 9Y511
(radio/phono) 6BY4

Hank Granse
(360-871-9014)
6751 View Dr. SE
Port Orchard, WA 98367
hgranse@wavecable.com

Bob Green 

(570-366-3949)

1711 Breezy Acres Rd

Orwigsburg, PA 17961

rcgreen@schmobile.com

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE 15E Demonstrator15E Demonstrator15E Demonstrator15E Demonstrator

Doug Houston 
(810-627-4141)

3441 South Hadley 
Ortonville, Michigan 48462
HoustonD@tacom.army.mil

Bob Kolba 

904.285.5483

161 Twelve Oaks Lane

 Ponte Vedra Beach, FL
320082
Rkolba0211@aol.com

 John Lee 
1658 E. 5th St. 
Ontario, CA 91764-2202
nipper45@verizon.net
Can scan other character
model decal in exchange for
Snow White.

John Ortale 

(203-754-8346)

44 Barden Street 

Waterbury, CT 06706

ortl@aol.com

Early Disney models

Tom Paruta
(716) 837-8131
43 Flower St.
Buffalo, NY
TomTMP58@aol.com
Zenith model T545
radio/phono.
Zenith twin seven (G660) or
“Dartmouth”console with twin 7

Bob Reck

(410)647-1849484 

Botteford Court, 

Severna Park, MD 

Dan Saporito 
8 – 5

th
 Ave

Ortley Beach, NJ  08731

Doug Robinson

2609S. 800E.

Salt Lake, Utah 84106

Doug45rpm@hotmail.com

James Romano
(856-220-9588)
1101 Berlin Rd
Cherry Hill, NJ  08034
JUKEBOXJUNKIE@aol.com
Looking for RCA 15E
Demonstrator

Ray Tyner 

(614-475-1697)

4709 Wendler Blvd

Columbus Ohio 43230-
1642

rcray45rpm@msn.com

Birch 45 player, Steelman
45 player

Chambers Williams 
(817-446-0346)
9423 Marsh Creek
San Antonio, Texas 78250

Rex North

(937-368-3060)

5333 Alcony-Conover Road

Conover, Ohio  45317

Looking for spare idler and
cam.

Willie Bosco

707.923.3897

1588 Miller Creek Rd.

Garberville, CA 95542

williamjbosco@gmail.com

Cam kits, and Lowrider cartridges
available again!

Paul Childress
6632 W. Denny Ct.
Chesterfield, VA 23832
804-271-7842
pchildress@prodigy.net

Bob Havalack 

(585-458-0801)

1239 Plymouth Ave South

Rochester, NY 14611

ebm21@frontiernet.net

Will repair/rebuild players.

Specialize in car 45 player rebuilds.

Idler and Cam rebuilding

V-M Audio Enthusiasts
(248-478-0990) eves/wkends
37530 E. Meadowhill
Northville, MI 48167
info@thevoiceofmusic.com
www.thevoiceofmusic.com
Repair parts including both
V-M and RCA 45 players.

Phil Vourtsis

(732-446-2427)

13 Cornell Place

Manalapan, NJ 07726

philvourtsis@gmail.com

Books signed by author

The Fabulous Victrola ‘45’

Schiffer Publishing LTD.

$25 plus $4 shipping

Vintage Electronics
128 Buccaneer Drive
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
601.264.4755
phonoed@aol.com
www.vintagelectronics.com 
Rebuilding Service
Idlers, cams, cartridges
Flash- NOS Sonotone 1P carts for the
better sounding 45 players 

West Tech Services

615 Fairground St.
Caldwell, Ohio  43724        
TELE/FAX:  740-732-6056

westtechservices@yahoo.com

 Rebuilding Service

Idlers, cams, cartridges

Kurt Wilmarth
(716.279.8948)
c/o Echo-Tone Music
991 Genesee Park Blvd
Rochester, NY 14619
Croonin@frontiernet.net
Repair/restore service

Retro-Tronics

Custom radio backs and phono bottoms
for 45EY2, 7EY series

www.retro-tronics.com

Want List Services


