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Mysterious Berkshire
(_spotted at Kutztown meet.
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like they may have been done at the
factory.
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By Phil Vourtsis

It was great to get out to the Kutztown radio meet in
September. It appeared that both pavilions were filled
for the first time. The Friday night auction was also
back in the white building.

One of the items that was causing a flurry of interest
was what appeared to be an RCA Victor Berkshire 45
player. But there were some oddities about the
cabinet and the record changer. The cabinet has an
extra decorative wood trim on the bottom and there
are cut out slits for speaker on one side of the
cabinet. Usually the Berkshire is an attachment
designed to play through an expensive high fidelity
system and comes equipped with a magnetic
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Changer looks like it was replaced.

cartridge and 4 poll motor to reduce hum, not its own VieTROLA
small amplifier and built in speaker. When you open RCA \-‘rlf"l'lil'{
the top of the unit there are more surprises. The ] :
changer and turntable should be flat black. What we :@ Wieron ifﬂ;
see are the typical colors used on the typical changer. e
It could be one of the previous owners may have RS AT L PR N A e
replaced the original changer at some point not Model CP-5203
realizing how different they are.
In talking with the seller it was brought up that the Bt Raled
previous owner lived in Canada. Could this be a C “ ﬂ 1 ﬂ 2
Canadian version of the Berkshire? Probably not
because the info on the bottom of the unit says it was “";‘i;“ “"E{:I“ "“;5"“ BA0ID COEPIRATION UF ANERICA
made in Camden, NJ and has the familiar US model A
number CP-5203. B

No mention of Canada here.
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Some of us have had thoughts of creating The cute and colorful building appears to be
something unique with these vintage made of wood. The removable roof could be
phonographs and depending on your ability with plastic with a hinge in the middle. Inside is an
woodworking and or electronics some downright RP190 RCA record changer. If you look closely
great things can be accomplished. This one behind the wooden soldier you can see holes
appeared on ebay. Unfortunately all | have is the which are probably where the loudspeaker is
picture. > mounted.

Another example of an individual who must have
the right tools for the job. Modeled after the
45EY2, RCA Victor’s best seller during the early
50’s. | believe a member of our Gazette group
either made this or had the case made for him.
Sorry | don’t recall anymore than that. Beautiful
job.




p—

45rpm Phono Gazette

B SOUOA
High Fadelity “Victriln™ Console Fhonogroph. Malhogamy, Wil finivhy § ool sebm T, :l.l_'_!é.-ﬂd 1;3';"5

Sor music lovers—the  greatest gift of all !
RCA Victor High Fidelity

SWICTROLAY PHONOGGRAPHS 2o+ ANTD RECORDS!

The fizst sond  of the mew High Fidelity “Victoh® PCA Wietor has the wockl's Turgest ol finest selec-
phonngraph may startie vou — as new sensations do. The tism of Tigh' Fidelity recordimpzz—hboth popaliar and
T fl-Tikee 'd?I:IL;I-'.'ﬁ\E imdivichial high notes | _ the theahlbng cladeical, Ameapr Hem:
rirdimess of how ones. Bob plsed, G5 woan aesormommded

- * il Taglisesl. s e Tos
arith Ellﬂu Tigeried mm'd.;:éﬁ“ meveT ik o petien b the E.,“u,-;e-].ﬁazmh ﬁé’ﬁ?‘:{.ﬁ‘:.m‘ Tiekrosiy: mmﬁa i
it oo v s o hear 2 : : . I e

7 ! - ] - % Munch

Oty BCA Victor could Trebng you such heilling repre o omes aad Tolleh, fostan Swemneny,
chettion of recorded music | . fae only BOA Victor makiee B s oo 190, 5 4 Tarpar . Fhir iy
High Ficlelity “Victrola™ phonographs, Seé thedn —fear Tebaikovsivs Ampora’s Wedding. Stwikowslel, condnctar
them at yrmer BOA Mickor dealar's o Fimes af Rome . . . Foontaing of T, Toseanin

Moo Ty Fidality *"Wicooln™: Table Fhi I

Modil AHESS af kefr. Ras M0 lumodlosian™ S r e P b e iy
_ 7 * FGR MORE MFORMATHOMN awnd coupon ar postcard ba |

speevkar . o e | st whomper,  Mohogomy I e 5
r;,,_;.c,,, {oak st} 313595, Bumwedted Envtron. kel i REA Vicror, Deme, 30004, -E:End-m, L, g B |
prives Suhjwdd by choegrwitBaud periio, | Witkous obfipasion, please sepd O Phcmungihs i
¥ additineal Bafproanton: on oM ] Comsponent pars 1
I-mr“- H:,gl: Frdlelily sanmi. 15 Heoords |
& RCA VICTOR =% |1 g™ |
Toniu, Bl o febasn. mane A asEeTe I a E

L i - . Himbe

The Gift That Keeps On Giving™ |"7———— = = :

RCA magazine ad from 1954



WANT LIST

Bob Becker
(201.391.2971)

7 Woodland Road
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677
rdbbecker@aol.com
Beige knob for 8EY4FK
Large tuning or vol knob for
9Y510,6JM25 Ding Dong
Slideomatic

7HF45 Oak or Maple
8EY4DJ gray plastic front
Decca blk/red portable 45
player

Joe Bentrovato
(973.361.7392)

Need 45rpm adapter
(EPS3) for Delmonico
model 1025 consolette
stereo phono.

Looking for optional power
supply for ‘skipper’ model.

Charles Cummins
(817-732-4313)

3912 Calmont Ave

Fort Worth, Texas 76107

David Cox
(937)484-3241

1407 Knight Road
Urbana, OH 43078
dcc49@yahoo.com
45 spindle for Admiral
5W12N 2-speed record
player, bakelite lid for
Zenith twin 7.0uter
concentric r/p knob for
Emerson 635

Dennis D’Amico
11892 Pine Street
Los Alamitos, CA
90720-4163
lionelguy@yahoo.com

Jim Diamond
(661-396-7867)
JimDiamond61@gmail.com

Want Nat King Cole “Too
Young To Go Steady"on
78rpm.

Bill Gourd
(989-832-2934)

1024 West Park Drive
Midland, Michigan 48640
In priority order:
8EY4,7HF45
(wood),8HF45P
(portable),4Y511(radio
phono).

WANT LIST

Hank Granse
(360-871-9014)

6751 View Dr. SE

Port Orchard, WA 98367
hgranse@wavecable.com

REPAIRS

Tom Paruta
(716.264.4035)

127 Creekside Drive
Amherst, NY 14228
TomTMP58@aol.com

Bob Green
(570-366-3949)

1711 Breezy Acres Rd
Orwigsburg, PA 17961
For Sale- 15E
Demonstrator
rcgreen@schmobile.com

Bob Kolba
(817-734-6906)

41722 N La Cantera Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85086
Rkolba0211@aol.com

Mike McKenna

6134 Early Autumn Drive
Centerville, VA 20120
ilikemike1@yverizon.net
Need amplifier to either the
8EY4FK or the 8EY4DJ. If
you have the entire
machine, that is also fine
but what | really need is the
amplifier.

John Lee

314 East 11tSt.
Upland, CA 91786
Nipper45@verizon.net

Paul Childress
(804.271.7842)

6632 W. Denny Ct.
Chesterfield, VA 23832
pchildress@prodigy.net

Doug Robinson

2609S. 800E.

Salt Lake, Utah 84106
Doug45rpm@hotmail.com

Martin Wolff
(402-687-2219)
wolfmoma@gq.com
Speaker, mounting bracket
and output transformer for
RCA Model 9EY31

Admiral 45rpm adaptor part #
G400B410 for Admiral R/P 5W12N
| do 1940s thru 1960s phono
restorations. Call for quotes.

Retro-Tronics

Custom radio backs and phono
bottoms for 45EY2, 7EY series
www.retro-tronics.com

James Romano
Phono_restoration_company

301 Haynes Run

Medford, NJ 08055
(856-220-9588)

Restoration of RCA 45rpm phonos
&knock off models. Repair on any
changer or turntable.
JUKEBOXJUNKIE731@aol.com
Webpage:
http://www.turntablefactory.com/roma

no.html

Larry Yeargan
sepulgafc@yahoo.com

REPAIRS

Vintage Electronics

128 Buccaneer Drive
Hattiesburg, MS 39402
601.264.4755
phonoed@aol.com
www.vintagelectronics.com
NOS cartridges &needles for
almost every model and brand
made.

V-M Audio Enthusiasts
(248-478-0990) eves/wkends
37530 E. Meadowhill

Northville, MI 48167
info@thevoiceofmusic.com
www.thevoiceofmusic.com
Rebuilding Service - Idlers, cams.
Repair parts including both

V-M and RCA 45 players.

Phil Vourtsis
(732-208-4284)

2514 Bear Stand Trail
Myrtle Beach, SC 29588
philvourtsis@gmail.com
Books signed by author
The Fabulous Victrola ‘45’,
Schiffer Publishing LTD.
$25 plus $4 shipping

The 45 rpm Phono Gazette is a quarterly
publication since 1995. $7/$9for 4 paper
issues, $14/$18for 9 paper
issues.(USA/Intl)

Send to Phil Vourtsis,

2514 Bear Stand Trail, Myrtle Beach, SC
29588
or you can use Paypal (Account is

philvourtsis@gmail.com

(no credit cards please)

Please note!
Electronic copies of the newsletter are

FREE!!!!!

Just send me your email address.




